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Introduction

Joomla is a great Content Management System with a lot of flexibility and with an
easy-to -use user interface that a lot of people get intimidated about when they
realize how many options and configurations are available. This manual is meant to

serveasagui de to Joomlads basic features and hel p

Joomla website.
Jo la!
We have all been beginner m G

users at some point, so | .. PREAER RRM SRR Mt
hope this guide helps
answer some of the questions you might have.

What is a CMS (Content Management System  )?

A Content Management System is a series of programming pages connected to a
database that allow sone to retrieve information from that database in the form of
content. Sounds complicated? Youdve used one mor

Have you ever updat ed your Facebook page or created a blog? Have you ever

bo ught a book from Amazon.com or b id on something on eB ay? Have you ever
read The New York Times Online or checked something out on Wikipedia? All of
these sites work with a type of Content Management System.

The ones we will be focusing on are ones that allow you to manage your own
website fr om a simple interface, to creating your own pages and menus without the
need for knowing how to program yourself.

About Joomla

Joomla is a platform based on PHP and MySQL which was created in 2005 by a
team of open source developers. It currently has 200,000 community users and
contributors. Joomla is free to anyone who wants to download it and use it to create
a website. Iti s also open to anyone who wants to create extensions and templates.

The most current version of Joomla can be downloaded from
http://www.joomla.org/download.html
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Why Joomla?

There are three main free CMSs available today, and endless other less popular
ones. The most popular Content Management Systems available are: Joomla ,
Drupal and Wordpress.

The differences among them are quite significant, although they are basic ally
meant to do the same thing dto help you create and manage your website. There

have been many heated arguments between the Joomla and the Drupal

which one is best. As someone who has used them both, my take is that they each
have their good and bad points.

JOOMLA

users over

1 Joomlais usually easier to get up and running and tends to have a
quicker learning curve.
1 Joomla tends to have better  looking templates and a friendl  ier
community, even towards beginner users.
T Joomlads code can be messy at times and |
longer because of that.
1 Itsarchitecture limits how many levels of sub categories can be created.
9 Drupal has a more flexible infrastructure, allowing you to create multiple
sub-categories and with more advanced user features.
1 Fastloading time and reasonably clean code.
1 Longer learning curve and usually a longer install to launch time.
1 Although the community is supportive, there is less tolerance to new users
and people asking very basic questions.
Basically, they are both excellent CMSs and which one you ch oose should depend
on your particular needs and willingness to work through each CM S6s individual
problems.
http://simplytatydesigns.com | Taty Sena
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Also pay attention to what modules and themes each CMS has as you may require
one that is not on both platforms. It is best to weigh up the pros and cons of each
CMS before you go ahead and create your website.

Wordpress is different in many ways. Wordpress truly is built to serve primarily as a
blogging platform. It also has a large community and flexibility to evolve beyond a
simple blog, but it works best as a delivery medi um for always changing material
exactly the way blogs are supposed to be. That being said, you can create nice
websites using Wordpress that are not blogs.
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Installing Joomla

Basic Requirements

There are two ways to install Joomla. Manually and using an i nstallation software
such as FantasticoorC -panel , which are installed in the ho
user friendly interface for the management of the site and the installation of

software, but the requirements for both are very similar.

Since Joomla is a database driven system, it requiresa  SOL database torun.T hat &8s

where it will install its tables and store information you add to it. Joomla also does

better o n a relatively fast server, soi fyou have been on the same server for longer

than you can remember, contact your host and che
thatds not the case, ask to be moved to a newer

Joomla uses a lot of resources and your site will load faster if the ser ver can handle

many processes at once. There is also a chance that the technology on older

servers wonodot support Joomlads newest versions.
current requirements at:  http://help.joomla.org/content/view/1938/302/

If you are using Fantastico or C -Panel, check the version of the installer. You want
the newest version of Joomla if possible, and at the very least one version behind.
New versions usually carry security upg rades as well as bug fixes, and when dealing
with a dynamic site, those fixes can make a big difference.

To determine J o o ml latgstssersion, visit the Joomla website

Installation with C -Panel

So you have checked all  the requirements, what now? Well, if you have C -Panel
installed on your server, you have your work cut out for you.

Go to C -Panel, look for Fantastico and look under the Content Management

section. Check the version of Joomla they have available. You wa nt the 1.5 version

at least . | f it i s a recent versi on, click ONew I nst
also give you an option to upgrade your installation if you already have one).

MakeUseOf.com
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X @

Control Fantastico
Panel

2>

Fantastico

: Use Fantastico to automatically install any of the scripts listed on
© Fantastico Home the left. Installing any script will use one of your available MySQL
Control Panel Home databases. Removing any script will free up one of your used
MySQL databases.

e - Click on any of the items on the left to get more details.
b2evolution

Nucleus If you can't find the desired application here please check Site
WordPress Software in cPanel.

Noahs Classifieds

Drupal
Geeklog
Joomla 1.5
Joomla
Mambo
PHP-Nuke
phpWCMS
phpWebSite
TYPO3
Xoops
Zikula

You will be asked to fill in  the following fields:

=

What domain you wan tto use.
Install directory (leave it empty if you want it to be in the root folder of your
site or create the n ame of a directory if you want it to be inside a folder within
your site).
Admin username and password, email and full name.
Site name
Install user data (check box). This option will install pages, menus and
directories with Joomla information.
them around as a way of learning how to use the site, leave this option.
Personally, | find this option cumbe rsome, since you have to go ahead and
delete all the Joomla pages from your site, so | always uncheck this. Then click
ol nstall Jooml ad.
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Joomla 1.5
Navigation .
Fantastico Home ﬁ ™
Control Panel Home O Om I O
Blogs
b2evolution ...because open source matters
Nucleus
WordPress Install Joomlia 1.5 (1/3)
Classifieds Installation location
Noahs Classifieds
Install on domain B
Content Management
Drupal Install in directory ‘
Geeklog Leave empty to install in the root directory of the domain (access
® Joomla 1.5 example: http://domain/).

J la Enter only the directory name to install in a directory (for

Lot http://domain/name/ enter name only). This directory SHOULD
Mambo NOT exist, it vill be automatically created!
PHP-Nuke
phpWCMS Admin access data
phpWebsSite Administrator-username (you need |
TYPO3 this to enter the protected admin
Xoops area)
Zikula Password (you need this to enter

the protected admin area)

Customer Relationship
Crafty Syntax Live Help Base configuration
Help Center Live Admin e-mail (your email address)
osTicket
PeriDesk Admin full name
PHP Support Tickets
Support Services Manager Site name
DiscusSion Boards Install Sample Data? 72
phpBB
SMF | Install Joomla 1.5 |

Just give it a few minutes and C  -Panel will create the database and install Joomla
for you. It will then give you a link to your installation and to your administration,
which is where you go to create articles and configure your site.

1'_ http://simplytatydesigns.com | Taty Sena
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Manual Installation

Now what do you do if your server does not provide youwithC -Panel ? Dondt worr

there are a few more steps, but i tds sti

You will need a database, an FTP program and Joomla Installation files.

Most hosts nowadays, allow you to  create databases using their administration. You
wondt have to know how to deal with the
is the:

9 Database Name

1 Database ID

1 Database Password

9 Database Path (or address)

Once you create the database, you should hav e access to all that information.
Keep it safe, since Joomla will ask you for it during the installation.

Once you have the database set up, you need the Joomla Installation files. You can
get the most updated files from  : hitp://www.joomla.org/download.html

Download them to your computer as a zip file and extra ct them to your website
folder. Now, you have two options here. If you want Joomla to be your whole site, or
the main part of your site, you should put it on the root folder, which is the main
folder for your site.

If instead, you already have a site and you only want Joomla to be part of that site,

in a sub folder such as: http://mysite.com/joomla, then you should create that folder

and extract all of the files to that folder instead.

[ not a

dat abase

Next, you should upload all of the Joomla files to your host using an FTPprogram , or

extract the zip file directly to your server through the serverodos file

manager

http://simplytatydesigns.com | Taty Sena
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Step 4 8 Running the Installation

Once that is done, go to (if you uploaded Joomla to the root folder):
http://yoursite.com/index.php

Or if you uploaded itto a sub  -folder, goto :
http://lyoursite.com/JoomlaFolder/index.php

From that point on, follow the install wizard.

YT Joomlal’ Installation

Steps Choose Language Next ()

1:Language
Select Language

2: Pre-installation Check Please select the language to use during
the Joomla! installation steps: ar-AA - Arabic(Eas sel 4o 2l

3 License az-AZ - Azerica (Azarbaycan dili)

be-BY - Benapyckan-be-BY

bg-BG - Bulgarian (Brnrapcku)

bn-BD - Bengali(Bangladesh)

bs-BA - Bosnian (Bosnia and Herzegovina)

5:FTP Configuration ca-ES - Catalan

£s-CZ - Cesky (Czech)

6 : Configuration da-DK - Danish(DK)

de-DE - Deutsch (DE-CH-AT)

el-GR - Greek

en-AU - English (Australia)

en-GB - En?Iish EUnited Kinidomi
O

e0-*X - Esperanto

.| es-ES - Spanish (Espafiol internacional)
™ | et-EE - Estonian - et

B s fa-AF - Darifw2){Afghanistan}

fa-IR - Persian(gm k)

fi-FI - Finnish (Suomi)

fr-FR - French (Fr)

gl-ES - Galician

gu-IN - 221l (Gujarati)

hi-IN - Hindi (India)

hr-HR - Croatian (HR)

hu-HU - Hungarian (Magyar)
id-ID - Bahasa Indonesia

is-I5 - [slenska (lceland)

itT - ltalian - ltaly

ja-JP - Japanese(JP)

km-KH - Khmer (Cambodia) 57

13

4 : Database

m

7 : Finish

Joomla! is free software released under the GNUJGPL v2.0 License,

It will ask you for a language, and then it will check whether your server can handle
Joomla without any problems.

On some specific hosts, Joomla's folders might not default to their correct permission

I- http://simplytatydesigns.com | Taty Sena
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settings, which would cause it to display an error saying 'Access is not allowed'. In
that case, you might have to access those folders and change the permissions by
hand.

Some hosts provide an interface on their administration that allows you to do that,

oth erwise, check the permission instructions on the FTPprogram you are using. When
changing permissions, you must be very careful, because if you change the wrong
folders, your site may be wide open to hackers.

There are many discussions about which securi  ty setting should be used with J oomla.

The basic permission settings are:

644 755
Owner has Read and Write Owner has Read, Write and Execute
Group has Read only Group has Read and Execute
Other has Read only Other has Read and Execute

757 777 (least secure)
Owner has Read, Write and Execute Owner has Read, Write and Execute
Group has Read and Execute Group has Read, write and Execute
Other has Read, Write and Execute Other has Read, Write and Execute

Use the most secure setting for all non  -public files whenever possible and when it
doesn't affect installations and usage of Joomla.

Next, read over Joomlads | icense, it i's pretty

MakeUseOf.com
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1 Joomlal Installation

Steps License O Previous = Next O

1:Language
GNU General Public License:

2 : Pre-installation Check

s
Table of Contents B
3:License = GHU GEMERAL PUBLIC LICEMSE ‘ﬂ

o Preamble
o TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR COFYING, DISTRIBUTION AND MODIFICATION

4 : Database
@ How to Apply These Terms to Your New Programs

5:FTP Configuration
GNU GENERAL PUBLIC LICENSE

6 : Configuration Version 2, June 1591

Copyright (C) 138%, 1591 Free Software Foundation, Inc.
7 :Finish 53 Temple Place - Suite 330, Boston, MA& 02111-1307, USA

Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute werbatim copies
of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.

Preamble

I ™ The lirenzes for mnst =nftware are deginned tn take awav voor freednm tn Rhare and chanoe it

Sep 6 0 Database Information

The following page is where you will need your data base information.

I- http://simplytatydesigns.com | Taty Sena
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Y Joomlal’ Installation

Steps Database Configuration () Previous | next ()

1:Language i i
Connection Settings:

2 : Pre-installation Check

Setting up Joomla! to run on your server Basic Settings
. involves four easy steps.
3: License ) ] Database Type -
The first step is database configuration. This is probably MySQL
Choose your preferred settings: mysd| M
4:Database Haost Mame This is usually localfrost

Basic Settings
5 : FTP Configuration

Select the type of database from the drop 1
down list. This will generally be MySQL. SQL username root, 3
provided by
provider, or
created i

o your datahase
SErver.

6 : Configuration Username

Enter the hostname of the database
server Joomla! will be installed on. This
7 - Finish may not necessarily be the same as your
Web server so check with your hosting
provider if you are not sure, ) ,
Lising 3 password for the
Enter the MySQL username, password and MySQL sccount &
database name you wish to use with mandalory for site

Joomla!, These must already exist for the s security. T 7 e same

database you are going to use. password used fo access

],'7 | your database. This may
ey Advanced Settings be predefined by your

hosting provider.

Select how to handle existing tables from a
previous installation.

Enter a table prefix to be used for this

Joomilal installation. Database Mame

¢ Advanced Settings
Joomla! is free software released under the GMU/GPL w2.0 License,

Select:
1 Thetype of datab ase (mysqgl is the most common)
1 Hostname (the address or path to your database)
1 Username and password (for the database)
9 Database name (you probably chose that when creating the database)

Note: Depending on your host, you might not have been given a choice to select
your options for the database creation. In that case, try hostnam e Ol ocal host o6 an«
username and password provided by your hosting company.

If you are installing on a localhost using ~ WAMP or XAMPP, the Username is usually
o0orooto6 and the password is nothing/blank.

Unless you know what you are doing or have received an error during the
install ati on, donot bot her |l ooking at t he advanc

I_ http://simplytatydesigns.com | Taty Sena
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Continue t hrough the configuration. Y ou will be asked to add basic information such
as email and sitename ,and be given an option to instal./l 0S

explained on the C -panel install, this option will install pages, menus and directories
with Joomla information.

I f vy oud deetheémiamd chltamge them around as a way of learning how to use

the site, | eave this option. | usually dondot | i K
sites, because | have to delete them later.

I f you continue with the promprngratywluatsihomud @ mag

YT Joomlal Installation

Steps Finish site {% | Admin ES

1 : Language i . .
Congratulations! Joomla! is now installed.

2 : Pre-installation

Check Click the Site button to view your Joomls! Web site or the Admin PLEASE REMEMBER TO COMPLETELY
buston 1o take you to your admiistrator login. REMOVE THE INSTALLATION DIRECTORY.

3 License n the Joomlz! Help Sie, you will find 2n 2asy, step-try-step You will not be able to proceed beyond this point until the
guide to installing your own language pack in Joomla! You will installation directory has been removed. This is a security feature
find = list of links o availzble language packs, of Joomla!

4 : Database -

Cl_ick the button on the right to open the Help Site in 2 new Administration Login Details

5 : FTP Configuration inEa.

Username: admin
6 : Configuration

7 : Finish Joomla! in your own language?
’ Visit the Joomlz! Help Site for more information and downloads,

Your configuration file or directony is not writable or there was a problem ceating the
configuration file, You will have to upload the following code by hand, Click in the text arss
to highlight 2l of the code and then paste into 2 new e file, Name this file
"configuration,php’ znd upload it to your site root folder,

<?pbe

class JConfig { [
/% Jite ZJetting= */

var Soffline = "0°;

var $offline me==age = 'This =ite iz down fox
maintenance.<br /> Plea=e check back again =con."';

A . B ae

-
=

Joomlz! is free software relessed under the GNUYGPL v2.0 Licenss,

All you need to do now to start using your Joomla site is to go back to FTP and

del ete the oOlnstallationdé directory. Having this
security issue.

You are now ready to start adding contentt o your website through the Joomla
interface.

Eﬂ. http://simplytatydesigns.com | Taty Sena
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administrator
cache
components
images
includes

THE COMPLETE BEGINNERS GUIDE TO

installation

Delete

language
libraries
logs
media
modules
plugins
templates
tmp
¥mirpc

@ CHAMNGELOG.php
@ configuration.php
configuration.php-dist

@ COPYRIGHT.php

htaccess.txt

@ index.php

)

index2.php

@ INSTALLphp
@ LICENSE.php

robots.txt

http://simplytatydesigns.com
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Configuration Settings

Once Joomla is installed, itds time to start ado
You will need to log into the administration of the site. The default administration can
be found at: http://(your site and folder where Joomla is installed)/administrator. You

will need the username and password you set up during installation to log in and
access the backend of your site.

Y1 Joomlal” Jack Cola.org

Joomla! Administration Login

Use a valid username and
password to gain access to Username |
the Administrator Back-end.

Password

Language | Default [=]
,-'"'___H"*\

) -

Return to site Home Page

Joomia! is Free Software released under the GNU/GPL License.

User Manager

The user manager allows you to create new users
to edit existing users. You can also use this interface to define what permission group
they belong to, which defines what they can and
I_ http://simplytatydesigns.com | Taty Sena
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For exanuppleer, addsmi ni strator sdé Biewweankhiel | control o
registered users can access parts of the front end of the site that require a log in, but
not much else.

Global Configuration

There are three tags under Global Configuration, and your choices here affect the
whole site. They are:

Site

You can take the site offline (so no one can see it while you work on it). It will say the
site is down for maintenance.

53 Joomlal

This site is down for maintenance. Please check back again soon.

Username | |
Password | I
Remember Me [
Login
You also have an option to change the site name and to choose a default
WYSIWYG editor (Watch You See Is What You Get ), which is the interface for you to
create your articles, make fonts, bold, create tables, etc. The default is TinyMCE . You

can install others if you like. Joomla has a large selection of ex  tensions available for
download, b ut more on that later.

List length determines how long the lists of articles on the backend of your site will be
by default, before Joomla displays a "next page".

http://simplytatydesigns.com | Taty Sena
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Feed length and feed email determine the length and email for the RSS feed on
your site.

Global Site Meta Description and keywords is the description that Google and other
search engines will pick up as being the general site description and keywords.

Search Engine friendly URLs will modify the address of your pages from somethi ng
that looks like this:

http://lyoursite.com/index.php?option=com_mtree&task=listcats&cat_id=1922&Itemi
d=35

to something that looks like this:

http://yoursite.com /about -us/contact

or

http://yoursite.com/index.php/about -us/contact.html

If you choose to add a suffixto the URL( t h ahe dheml part)

That will only work in some hosts if you use an Apache m od_rewrite, hence that
option. The b est way to find out is just to try without it, and if you have problems,

change that option to yes.

You can even have it so there is no index.php in the URL.

Page 20
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JOOMLA

Version 1.5.15

Site Menus Content Components Extensions Tools Help

Global Configuration

Site System Server

Site Settings
Site Offline @) No © Yes
Offline MessSage This site is down for maintenance. Please check back
2gzin soon.
Site Name Jack Cola.org
Default WYSIWYG Editor | Eitor - TinyMCE 2.0 =]
List Length | 20 El
Feed length | 10 El

Feed Email | Author E-mail [ |

Metadata Settings

Global Site Meta |The Home of Jack Cola - Internet Geek and Tech
Description |Enthusiast

Global Site Meta |jack, jackcpla, jack cola, personal website,

-
Keywords |technology, internet, news, shazemylife. Sechmspbslp. [
ssunews, blog, internet geek, technology enthusiass, 1

Show Title Meta Tag @ No @ ves

Show Author Meta Tag & No @ Yes

Joomla! is Free Software released under the GNU/GPL License.

System
Under the system settings you will

|24 Preview 0 M1 @ Logout

e v QO

Save Apphy Cloge Help

SEO Settings

Search Engine Friendly &) No @ ves
s

Use Apache mod_rewrite (@)

Add suffixto URLs @ g @ ves

see several options you might want to consider

modifying, which control whether users can register on your site and what kind of

privileges they can have. Some of the

| Taty Sena
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JOOMLA

Version 1.5.15

Site Menus Content Components Extensions Tools & Preview 0 M @ Logout
Global Configuration e v Q Q
Save Apply Close Help
Site System Server
System Settings Debug Settings
Secret Word m Debug System @) py @ vyes
Path to Log folder || DebugLanguage @ no © yves
Enable Web Services @) y, @ ves
Help Server | Engish (GB) - help.joomlz.org [+]| Reset Cache Settings

User Settings

Cache

Cache Time

@ no O ves

15 Minutes

Allow User Registration @ g @ ves Cache Handler | Fie E|
Hew User Registration | Registered E|
Type Session Settings
Nea Use,;‘:\tic\f:ttjonr: O No @ ves Session Lifetime |15 Minutes
Front-end User @ yige ® Show Session Handler | Database E|

Parameters

Media Settings &\

Legal Extensions (File
Types)

Maximum Size (in bytes)
Path to Media Folder
Path to Image Folder

Restrict Uploads

Minimum User Level for
Media Manager

Check MIME Types

bmp,csv,doc,epg,gif ico,jpg.odg, od p.ods,odt.pl

10000000
images
images/stones
© No @ ves

Author El

© No @ ves

User settings:

Allow user registration (yes, no) & Determines whether people are allowed to register
as site users or not. If you select yes, you can determine what level of access the
new users will have when they sign up. The options are:

New user registration type

1 Registered 6Candt edi t anyarticlpes.Theiuseris smply a registered
user of the site with no privileges.
Author 8 Can create content and determine where it should go and some
minor settings relating to their individual articles.

9 Editor 6 Has the same ability as the above users
by other users.

9 Publisher & Can do all of the above, plus the ability to choose whether an
article will be published or not.

, but they can also edit articles

(Detailed information can be found at: http://docs.joomla.org/ )

| Taty Sena
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New User account activation  (yes, no) - Determines whether the site requires that
they respond to an activation email.

Path to media folder - if you decide to change where the media manager files are
stored you can putthe new  URLhere.

Path to image folder - if you decide to chan  ge where your photos are stored you
can putthe new URLhere.

Minimum User Level for Media Manager  (author) o Allows you to decide which kinds
of users can have access to your media manager, which woul d allow them to
upload pictures, delete them and move them. Author is the default choice, since

they might need access to upload images to articles they create.

Most of the other ones you should only change if you know what they do.

Server

Most options will already be set for you during installation. The options you must
change are:

Under mail settings :
Mail from - the email you wantto use  when sending messages from your Joomla site

From name :
The sender name you want the receivers to see onthe  emails you send using your
Joomla site.

http://simplytatydesigns.com | Taty Sena
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r? o
1 Joormlal™ Jack Cola.org —
Site Menus Content Components Extensions Tools Help %8 Preview 0 81 © Logout
%, | Global Configuration e v Q
Save Apphy Close Help
Site System Server
Server Settings Database Settings
Path to Temp-folder Database Type mysql
GZIP Page Compression @ yg ©) ves Hostname jgealhost
Error Reporting | System Defauh [+ Username
Force 55L | None [=] Database
Database Prefix [, A
Locale Settings
Time Zone [ (UTC +10:00) Eastern Austrakia, Guam, Viadivostok =l Mail Settings
Mailer | PHP Mail Function [
FTP Settings Mail from
Enable FTP @ 1o @ ves From Name
FTP Host 127.0.01 Sendmail Path |
FPLEE ey SMTP Authentication @ g © ves
FTP Username SMTP Security | None [=]

FTP Password SMTP Port [35

FTP Root SMTP Username

SMTP Password

SMTP Host lacalhost

Joomla! is Free Software released under the GNU/GPL License.

Tools
Most of the tools under this button can be used for general management
maintenance of the site and communication among users. You can send private

messages to users or mass messages to all of them.

When another user is editing a file, a little padlock prevents others from editing it at

the same ti me, and OoOchecks it out o6 for the ti me
makes everything that was checked out available for editing by checking them in

again.

Some mods cache some of the information for spee

cache i f you need to by using the 06Clean Cache 2
Admi né.

I_ http://simplytatydesigns.com | Taty Sena
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How To Publish Content

The Joomla architecture requires that every article belong to a sec tionand a
category (unless you make it unspecified). Because of that, before you start
creating the sections and categories , you need to think of the names that you might

need. Think of a section as being a like a drawer in a filing cabinet, a category is  the
folder inside and articles as the documents inside the folder.

Another good rule of thumb is to think of the sections and categories as one thinks of

the menus and pull down menus. Letds say you wan
my ¢ o mp any 6hen samedne puts the mouse over that button, a pull down

menu with the options 0 St af f@L amadt i onsdé appear s.

That is a good guideline to creating your sectic
companyd a section and o0Staff é sanhhdyydulcancati onsd t
create one page for each person in the staff and
Category and all different locations your business has on their own page with map,

contact and information, and place each of thos
category. That way you can keep your site organized for when you are ready to

create the menus.

Section s

So to create a section, simply go to the 0o6Conten
0Sectionsé. Once on the page, click tdpagedoNewéd bu
with several options. The only one you really need is the Title, and a Description if you

want to link a menu button to that section at some point, otherwise, just the title
would be enough.

Categories

From the ¢ ontent menu, you can also
get to categories.  Since they are sub -

categories of sections, they work in a / \
similar way, and you should also add a

About My Company (Section)

Title, but this time you must also select Staff Locations (Categories)

a section for the category. All the / / \

other fields are optional and not

ne cessary for the functioning of the Suzy  Tom Kansas New York (Pages)

site.

http://simplytatydesigns.com | Taty Sena
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Articles

Now that you have your sections and categories created, we can start adding
some real content to the site. To create an art.
click ONewo.

You will be taken to a page tha  tlooks a little like Microsoft Word, but without as
many features. It is wha twe call a WYSIWYG (What You See Is What Y ou Get)
interface. What that means is that whatever you do on this page will be translated
by the software into HTML which can be read b y web browsers as a webpage.

Start by adding the title. The alias is not necessary. You must then select a section

and the category (which is why you had to create them first). You can then add the

text and images in either view, the standard WYSIWYG view er or directly to the HMTL
(by clicking the little HTML icon). You can also add SEO (Search Engine Optimization)
information by clicking on the Meta Tags option on the right hand side.

One other button worth mentioning isusethe O0Read n
button if you want people to read a short preview of the article and have to click on
the read more link on the article  to read the whole thing. Basically, just select where

you want the preview to end, click @m ibtutamd .t he
- Article: [New] “{ YO O
S Preview Save Apply Cancel Help
Title Published D No @ ves State Published
Alias Front Page Q@ No Yes b
Revised 0 Times
Section - Select Section - ‘Z] Category Select Category E] Created Tuesday, 22 June 2010 00:27
Modified Not Modified
B 7 U & | = = = E || -Styes- [=] ~Fomat— [<] —Fontfamiy— [=]
e i= | ‘ B 44 47 30 ©H i A Parameters (Article)
== = ML g e g O & 1 =
— 0 ‘ X, X [ Q o= —‘/[ ‘ ‘ ‘ = Author | Administrator E]
Author Alias
Access Level |Public  [v]
Created Date |3010-06-22 00:27:34 |2
Start Publishing |3910.06-22 00:27:34 | =2
Finish Publishing |never id)
Parameters (Advanced)
Metadata Information
I't will add some code to the article to create t
particul arly wuseful if you are using a blog disp

a list of complete articles to display on the same page.

MakeUseOf.com
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You will also noti ce that there are several advanced parameters you can modify
such whether you want to display the name of the author or whether you want to
display the default PDF, print and email icons that usually appear on the upper right
hand side of Joomla articles.

Media Manager

The media manager is your tool to organizing your images. One important thing to

know about the media manager is where to put your files. By default, it comes with a

few images (such as fruit and food). Those images can be accessed from the

articles interface to be added to the articles, but only the folders and images

pl aced inside the 0Storiesd folder can be

You can still link to the other images, but you must find their address by hand and
type it in, so for ease of us e, | suggest you place all of the images you will be placing

on the pages of your site in organized f ol

Another thing to know is that the Media Manager does not re -size images, so if you
are uploading huge images, they wil | distort your website once you place them on

the website, and even if you change the image size by hand on the code within

Joomla, those images will still take a long time to load and si gnificantly slow your site
down. Sore-size and compress them with  image software in your computer before
uploading them to the Media Manager.

Front Page Manager

The Front Page Manager i s t loesethesordergnelr t hat

particular features of the articles you have selected to appear on the home page

accCcess

der s i

|l et ©

(Frontpage) of your site. |t can be reached from th

where you can manage the options for the articles you chose to have on the front
page of your site.

One of the most useful features is the possibility of re -ordering them (which is a
feature also available in sections, categories and articles). To do that, go to the front

page manager, and look at the list of articles listed the re. You will see a column
caled 0order 6. Change the numbers around to
them to appear on the page, then click the little save icon on that column, right

next to the oorderdé title.
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¥ Joomlal’ beholders.org

Site Menus ’ Content \ Components Extensions Tools Help

|~ Article Manager

/G'\ | - Article Trash
‘. Fro ler
B Section Manager
o/ Category Manager
Fitter: l’}j Front Page Manager I
£ [ Title

1 [C] AboutThis Site

Published, but is Pending| .~ Published and

Menus

Now that you have created the -

sections, categories and articl ~ es, it is E. Menu ltem: [New]
time to create the menus for your site.

You can create several different

menus and submenus u Select Menu item Type

>Menu Manager 6.
&- [E Internal Link

The most common one is the basic B-f\iichs

OMain Menué, which i 5 e

default and can also be found under &a- Jumi

t he 0 Me nu éThéraaretendless a- News Feeds

choices with the menus. You can link @ Polls

them to sections, categories, single @ Search

articles, external sites, components, o User

wrappers, and many more. - Web Links
a- Wrapper

The one you will probably be using the a- @ External Link

most is the OArticle a- @ Separator

you to link to Articl es, Categories or & P

Sections, and also to configure how

you want them displayed.

I- http://simplytatydesigns.com | Taty Sena
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For example, | want to create a menu link that will point to a category in my site

called o0Sportsé. | also want all my articles to
beginning of the articles, followed by a oO0read moreo
columns. From the new menu options | select O0ATrt

Once you get comfortable with using Joomla and start expanding your site with
components, you will get more m  enu types to choose from.

MakeUseOf.com
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How to Design and Customize Your
Site

There are many features such as social bookmarks, modules connecting to mailing
lists, calendars, photo albums, and an endless amount of other features that can be
added to your Joomla sit e.

They are actually one of the main advantages of having a dynamic site. You can
script in many changes and features into your site, but if you have no intentions of
learning how to script for Joomla, there are already over 5000 plugins, modules,
templa tes and components available for download from
http://extensions.joomla.org/ , a huge percentage of which will be absolutely free.

After you have downloaded them, check the particular instructions to see if ther e
are any instructions out of the ordinary.
by f ollowing the instructions below.

To install any of the features described bel

button and sel ect 0 Ilwilddtakénltdapage thas allcavs jowdwto Y o u
search for the file on your computer or upload the file from a URL. That file is usually a
Zipped file, and it should not have been extracted.

Once you found the file, click o momenispduo ad

should geta message saying it has installed successfully. From that point, you can
go to the Modules, plugins, components or template manager to enable them.

a  Extension Manager ()

Install Components Modules Plugins Languages Templates

Upload Package File

Package File: Browse... Upload File & Install

Install from Directory

In=tall Directory: Install

Install from URL

In=tall URL: http:if Install

http://simplytatydesigns.com | Taty Sena
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People tend to get a bit confused about the differences between plugins and
modules, and about what components actually do. So let me try to clear up some
of the misunderstandings.

(You can find some of the free extensions | describe below at:
http://www. makeuseof.com/tag/10 -free -joomla -extensions -live/ )

Plugins

Plugins are features that can be added to Joomla, which will appear within the

articles themselves, or that relate to interfacing with the articles. For example, | love

having options for people  to share the articles on my Joomla sites and to bookmark

them. This is something that should be added to each individual article so that it

works properly, but | dondét want to have to add

That 6s where t he pl ulgearctsedtbedJoomla exterisions gité fary .
social bookmarks and found several plugins that added that feature to my site. After
installing one, and enabling it, now, when | write an article, the links to the social
networks automatically appear on each pag e.

Modules

Modules can be recognized as being those side boxes on dynamic websites. The
difference between plugins and modules is that modules appear almost as side
menus and shortcuts around the articles.

For example, if you want to have a module that people can use to sign up for your

newsletter directly from your page, you can download a module, or create one that

all ows people to do that. Then itds a matter of
module to go.

Each template has it sparticular slots that a re created to hold modules. The most
common ones are: Left bar, Right bar, Footer and Header. Most have many sub slots
you can use, whe re they divide those main areas into smaller parts. For example,
some templates have a user 1, user2, and user 3 on the b ottom of the page. That
means you have 3 small columns on top of the footer so you can add several
modules on the bottom of your site.

Now, | mentioned you could download modules and also create modules, so how
do you create one?
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Under the OExttoms, ofisloedt Modul es. Then click ON

large list of options to use. Some of them are modules of components you might
have installed already, and some are default Joomla components. A few of those
are very flexible modules, such asth e HTML option.

Basically it works like any other HMTL page. Whatever you want to add to it as far as
text, links, or anything else that can be added to HTML, you can add it there.

Once you have created the module, you must decide where you want it to go. You

will find a pull down of positions on the upper left hand side of your screen.

Select the position, make sure the module is enabled and save. You should now see

it on your pages. I f it is in a position you don
your modules manager and select a different position.

o o @ | [“Togn |
Csmr‘ng 1S Cartngs Forgot your password? Create
al (A Ll sl Al e MM e B o M anaccount
N 1] i ) Articles on all topics are
M .. 22 /KB (s Sedl welcome.
ShareThis
ADD COMMENT
MY TWITER UPDATES
me differentideas and points of view, but please keep comments respectful. Any discriminatory or rude Froiweb

s will not be approved Beholders Group "It
was a great surprise to me
when | discovered that

most of the ugliness | saw

Name (required)
E-mail (required)
ke 5 \ P I — n S in others, was buta
©80000000000000000 , ugi eection f mycun
nature.” Unknown
Thursday, 17 June 2010 21:00

— n & M » Translate Site
1000 symbols left o u e S — >

[F] Notify me of follow-up comments Go ‘gk‘ Translate

Select Language EI

Gadgets powered by

(i Google ) Gnle
% Refresh
| Send |
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Components

Components work as added features to you r Joomla site. They are more complex
additions than plugins or modules because they usually bring various features with
them. Some famous components include JomSacial (not free) , which creates a full
social network w ithin your Joomla site, or Acajoom, which is a powerful email list
component.

nn E _ http:/feww. mywebsite. com,/community
My Website

= ﬂ.bgu"l r‘.‘_E [k prodis
s,ﬂg\tl:nlaﬂll?? W Basic Information "
Kasma o pl ol ol el Gandar
Member since 18 Docembsor 2008 Feman
Last onfire 3 minutes ago i
Prafis wisw s 20 views :L":'“'I'_F"‘"
l-:-l'n.m:mgo-r\g Pl Wh BgyS
e refre of Bhopping and party
everydey. | B o e and
gt e Pragecy
WeEKEnNo ‘Wesate
g e S REIGOE: SO
o Bl peolile O el i e Bl #ie lenaage
e IR DO | BeEN Palm =l e Education
Naw updates. ' bearvars Uwarsty
0 nefraw MaBBAAGHE .:;..-:f slion Yaar
5 0 retw Irhand requests K
Friends
Todary .
LM
| Mark Callahan wrote on Sasha Bailey's Wall Ol AM " i
L =
5 Mark Callahan added a naw wall post on the phodo FRob Fugs a T . _ = ﬁ v
nrs N Shiw &
&
Even though the installation follows the same process as the other extensions,
because they are more complex, they usually require that several modules are
enabled orthatyou conf i gure the component, so follow the
Templates
Anyone who opens the first page of their Joomla site will understand why the
templ ates are so necessary. Though Joomla gives
and CSS,soyoucan make all the changes you want your self
fluent in those | angua g-maleteniplatastcinbeawher e t he pre
incredible help.
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Joomla comes with a few templates already installed, but honestly, they are no
help. One is called Beez, a nd it literally has bees (the insect) all over it. Not the most
charming of templateséfunny, but not an eye pl eas

Fontsize: ® bigger = smaller () reset

NV BEEZ @
Hromt.a‘jr()ulrsnonvlk:s” .Aboul Joomla! ‘ Features | Resources Site News [ s

o | Froe Tomplotos | Extontions | Joomla 1.5
Directory | Joomla Reviews

You are here. Home

. ,': ':’,"::M_’ o2 Joomla 1.5 CMS Demo Web Sites / Templates Newsflash

Select Languge[5) Y00 ShdGX

Featured Listings

€S5S JOOMLA TEMPLATES

" JOOMLA PEOPLE ONLINE COMMUNITY

JoomiaSurt
- . PR Latest N
Weblormatique = est News
Phoenx Bysiness Soktions Vitien by Adminstrator
Empower! CMS Wob Design Fricay, 21 May 2010 06:15 deomia Pecgie onling
community
Login/Register Joomia org has estabkshed a new coline community for ?
Joomia users at hitp //paople pomiz org. Join up! mﬂﬁmmmm -
Us ¢ SEF ¢ Vitdyer
— comanager - Customyss your
Password drectory
Cuatom Jooméa Template
Easy Joomla Administrator Manuals "
RememberMe | Log in y Resigo
Eorqot vour password? P A=
Eoraotvour usemame?

Wreten by Adewatral

Other sites and developers have much more professional looking templates with
several options for modules placement.

A quick search for 6Joomla templates 6 on Google will result in hundreds of sites
where you can get free and paid templates.

Installing them is usually very simple, consisting of going to the same interface you
use to install most extensions.

Once the templateisinstal | ed, you can go to the OExtensions
and you should see the new template as one of the options. Check the bullet for
that template and click on the star that says 0L

of the screen. Now if yougo and look at your site you will see the new template.
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One thing that causes a lot
of confusion is when
someone uploads a
template they saw a

screen shot for, and once
making it the default for
their site, realize that their
site looks very different from
the pictu re of the template.

The main reason that J
happens is because a lot  of
times, the templates come s
with several modules and
plugins that have to be

made active and placed

on particular parts of the

site. Read the instructions
carefully if they are

provided and donot
your site will look identical to
the picture i n the template.

Some extensions | suggest:
For some suggestions for
extensions | would suggest
check ing out my MUO
article:

010 Best Free Joomla
Extensions You
Without 6

Some sites for free
templates :
Joomla24
Joomlaxe
SiteGround
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Joomla Community and Support

One of Jooml ads major strenacthmtrgagsoupiot s communi ty
people, all levels of users are constantly asking questions, and most major ones have

already been answered by someone somewhere, so checking out the forums

(http://forum.joomla.org/ ) and the Wiki pages ( http://docs.joomla.org/ ) can answer

most questions you might have.
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Conclusion

Like most interfaces with a lot of features, Joomla can seem to have a long learning

curve, due to all of its features and all it s possible configurations. The task is much less
time consuming that it seems, especially if you set yourself to master one feature at

a time. In no time you can have an easy to update dynamic site that can also grow

with you.

Changing looks and adding f  eatures can be done in minutes and major

configuration changes can be done by changing a
considered using Joomla, | hope this guide inspires you to give it a try, and | hope it

helps to make your new CMS experience a much easier o ne.

If you ever run into any problems using Joomla, please ask for help at MakeUseOf
Answers and someone will be able to assisty  ou with your matter, or  view other
Joomla questions .

Further Reading
If you would to read more about Joomla, make sure you read the following Make
Use Of articles:

10 Best Free Joomla Extensions You Can't Live Without

 Building an Intranet For Dummies 0 A Step by Step Guide

 How To Build a Free Website That Makes Money Without Any Coding
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[ makeuseof.com

Did you like this PDF Guide? Then why not visit MakeUseOf.com _for daily posts on
cool websites, free software and internet tips.

If you want more great guides like this, why not subscribe to MakeUseOf and receive
instant access to 20+ PDF Guides like this one covering wide range of topics.
Moreover, you will be able to download free Cheat Sheets , Free Giveaways and
other cool things.

Subscribe to MakeUseOf :  hitp://www.makeuseof.com/join

MakeUseOf Links:

Home: http://www.makeuseof.com

MakeUseOf Directory: http://www.makeuseof.com/dir

MakeUseOf Answers: http://www.makeuseof.com/answers

Geeky Fun: http://www.makeuseof.com/tech -fun

PDF Guides: http://www.makeuseof.com/pages/

Tech Deals: http://www.makeuseof.com/pages/hot -tech -deals

Follow MakeUseOf :

RSS Feed: http://feedproxy.google.com/Makeuseof
Newsletter: http://www.makeuseof.com/join
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/makeuseof
Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/Makeuseo f
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